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Courtney Desilet is a nationally recognized survivor leader and public safety executive with 
nearly 20 years of experience addressing human trafficking, child sexual exploitation, and 
domestic violence. She brings a uniquely multidisciplinary background at the intersection 
of law enforcement investigations, national nonprofit leadership, and survivor-informed 
advocacy, shaping systems that protect the most vulnerable. 

A former law-enforcement investigator and award-winning manager within the National 
Center for Missing & Exploited Children, Courtney supported large-scale child-protection 
operations, strengthened cross-sector collaboration, and helped advance victim-centered 
responses to emerging forms of exploitation—including technology-facilitated abuse. Her 
leadership has earned recognition for elevating operational excellence, trauma-informed 
practice, and multidisciplinary coordination. 

As a published author and strategist, Courtney’s work focuses on improving outcomes for 
survivors through policy reform, innovation, and collaborative, systems-level solutions. She 
advises organizations, trains national partners, and contributes to legislative efforts that 
enhance prevention, response, and accountability. 

Grounded in her guiding principle of turning trauma into purpose, Courtney champions 
survivor voice, resilience, and dignity at every level of change. Her lived experience not only 
informs her professional expertise—it fuels her commitment to building a world where 
exploitation is disrupted, communities are equipped, and survivors can thrive. 

 


